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Minutes of Meetings
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FACULTY MEEHNG, October 18, 1949
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AGENDA

Announcement by Gordon and Cunni~ham, ~· group insurance.
Reports of Standing Committees:
1.

Report by Dr. Woodward for old Student-Faculty Relations
Committee.

2.

Report by Dr. S. E. Smith for Stu.dent Affairs Committee.

3.

Read report of old Policy Committee on substitutions in Standing Committees.

4. Report
(a)

(b)

by Dr. Tireman for Policy Committee:

Committee nominations
(After the motions announce tbat list of all
Standing Committees for 1949-50 will be sent to Faculty
immediately.)
Dr. Tireman will present Mrs. Simpson for report from
Policy Committee.

Any other reports by Standing Committees?

By Special Committees?
Announce:
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1.

Rogers for Ed.gel as chairman of Insurance Committee

2.

Committee on Probation and Suspension

"""-.,._

Unfinished Business?

'

New Business?

.
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.,

Talk on Building Program
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FACULTY MEETING
October 18, 1949
(Summarized Minutes)
The October meeting of the University Faculty was called to
order by President Popejoy on Tuesday, October 18, 1949, at 4:25 p.m.
Group insurance under the Equitable Life A~sv.rance Company was
explained. There is no change in the non-contri butory life insurance; on contributory life insurance, cost of coverage has been
reduced from $1.43 to 70 cents per month, with a medical waiver for
those who take the additional $1,000 of life insurance and accidental death insurance before November 1. At retirement, health
insurance lapses, but the life insurance is continued at the same
cost which the insured is now paying.
Dr. Woodward reported for the Student Affairs Committee, calling attention to student-body assemblies, and moved that the report
be accepted. Mr. Fields, Student Body President, asked that the
motion be tabled so that the Student Affairs Committee could
reconsider the matter of assemblies, since the Student Council
had committee itself to a Lettermen's assembly and since an Honors
assembly is traditional. A motion was made, seconded, and carried
that the report be re-committed to the Student Affairs Committee.
Dr. Sherman Smith presented the question of smoking in the
classrooms, and the motion was made, seconded, and carried that
smoking be prohibited in general classrooms but may be permitted
in examinations, seminars, and laboratories at the discretion of
the instruptor.
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I
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President Popejoy announced the following changes in personnel
on several faculty committees: Charles T. Grace to replace Dr.
Castonguay on University Research Committee; Dr. Donald A. McKenzie ~ ~ ~
-to replace Dr. Stuart A. Northrop on Building Committee; Katherine ~
Simons to replace Dr. Alexander on Curricula Committee; Lloyd
~
Burley to replace Dr. Boldyreff on Student Standards Committee.
J
Dr. Tireman reported other committee changes suggested by
the Policy Committee, that committee nominating the following~
Student Affairs Committee: Sherman Smith, Chairman, ex officio;
Ortega, Helen Ellis, Gugisberg, May, R. Duncan •
Cultural Program Committee: Sherman Smith, Chairman; Woodward,
Hugh Miller, R. Cobos, Searcy, Jacobs.
Extension Committee:

Lucie Adams to replace Miss Hollen.

Mr. J.C. MacGregor to replace Dr. Keefer on the following committees: Buildirigs; Calendar; Entrance and Credits, Chairman;
and Registration.
Dr. Tireman moved that these nominations be approved.
motion was seconded and carried.
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Dr. Robert Duncan announced that faculty members are invited
to sing with the Albuquerque Choral Society which meets Tuesday
evenings from 7:30 to 9 at St. John's Cathedral •
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President Popejoy announced that the faculty minutes will be
kept in the office of the Academic Vice President and will be
available there.

.

The meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m •
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Dr. Castetter announced that material concerning opportunities for graduate students and exchange professors doing work in
foreign countries is available in his office.
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President Popejoy announced the appointment of the following
to a committee to study the scholarship and probation rules of the
University: Weihofen, Chairman; R. Duncan, Fleck, Harmeyer,
Hocking, Diefendorf, Heimerich, H. Miller, Wellck, MacGregor,
and H. o. Ried.
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The motion

On the temporary Insurance Committee, Mr. Ro gers was
appointed to replace Mr. Edgel.
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Two resolutions adopted by the Administrative Committee and
referred to the Policy Committee were read by Dr. Tireman and
discussed by Mrs. Simpson. As approved by the Policy Committee,
the resolutions are: (1) The dean of any college may excuse a
student from Physical Education for a given semester who presents
a statement from the University Physician recommendin g the exemption.
In such cases the student will have his Physical Education requirements for graduation reduced by the amount otherwise earned in
that semester. (2) The Policy Committee does not find adequate
reason for changing the present number of semesters required in
Physical Education •
Mrs. Simpson moved the resolutions be adopted.
was seconded and carried •
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Dr. Tireman made the motion that for those faculty committees
where no chairman has been designated, the chairman of the previous
year shall call the first meeting and act as temporary chairman.
The motion was seconded and carried •
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Dr. Tireman announced that faculty members having a special
interest or experience in problems on the agenda of the Policy
Committee are invited to discuss them with members of the committee.
These problems include: Revision of regulations relative to the
employment of graduates of our own institution, possibility of
reduction in tuition fees for faculty members wishing to enroll
in courses, early examinations for graduating seniors, and definition of duties of committees.
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Respectfully submitted,
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Eva M. Israel
Secretary of the University Faculty
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The October meeting of the University Faculty was called
to order by President Popejoy Tuesday, October 18, 1949, at
4:25 p.m.
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President Popejoy: We have a crowded agenda today. First
on the list here is a discussion of the group insurance policy
by a representative of the Equitable Life Assurance Company,
and I believe Mr. Gordon is the speaker. Mr. Gordon.
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Mr. Gordon: Ladies and Gentlemen: I will be as brief
as possible, and the first thing I want to do is assure you
that we are not putting in any other coverage at this time •
Each department has received, by this time, an insurance packet
containing the new insurance booklets which describe the complete group insurance program. Insurance booklets should go
out to every person in your department. I couldn't get around
to each department so that is why I am here today trying to
get in touch with as many people as possible. Thos e of you
who have brought the insurance booklets with you, if you will
turn to page 2 and 3, you can follow me •
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I will try to make it as clear as possible. First of
all, there has been no change in the non-contributory life
insurance for which everyone becomes insured when they enter
employment here. On the contributory life insurance; that is,
additional life insurance, there have been some changes. In
the event of accidental death, there has been a change. The
cost of that coverage has been reduced from $1.43 per month to
70 cents per month. That, in a nut shell, is what we are
doing now. A number of people have not previously subscribed
for that contributory insurance, and since the cost is reduced,
the University has arranged for what we call a medical waiver
campaign, which is running from October 10 to November 1, so
that those employees who·may now want to come in and take that
additional $1,000 of life insurance and accidental death
insurance may now do so without having to sign a statement
of health. As far as the hospital and health program goes,
there is no change. You still receive that free of cost after
being here a year. There is no change in dependent coverage.
Each department now has these booklets in their office for
department members and I would appreciate it if the department
head would check that packet because it has a list of the names

2

of the people who have not as yet taken out the contributory
life insurance, and, as I say, we are trying to get this in
as soon as possible, and certainly before November 1, so that
if you could check those names and see if the people who are
listed will now sign an acceptance card and return to Miss
Auton at the pay roll department, it will be very much appreciated. Are there any questions?
Member: Is it true that both your health and life insurance lapses at time of retirement?
Mr. Gordon: Health insurance lapses; the life insurance
is continued at the same cost that you are now paying on
retirement. Are there any other questions?
Dean Nanninga: That additional thousand.
never have got that additional thousand.
Mr. Gordon:

Older members

They are eligible but never signed for it.

President Popejoy: If any of you are uncertain about this
insurance question, call up the business office and they can
tell you. This reduction in rate, incidentally, from $1.43 to
70 cents was discussed with an insurance committee of the faculty
and the President and because of some complicated structure
it was deemed necessary, and I believe in order, that to carry
on this insurance after retirement was one of the reasons, and
because of the insurance laws of the State of New York it was
necessary for the University to assume the payment of the balance of the difference. Is that right? That accounts in a large
measure for the reduction, but it does make it possible under
the laws to continue the contributory insurance after retirement, and at the same rate.
We are now under the heading of Reports of Committees and
Dr. Woodward will report for the Student-Faculty Relations
Committee of last year.
Dr. Woodward: Mr. President and Members of the Faculty:
You have in your hands the report of this committee for the year
1948-49 (See Part A). It was not made last year due to the fact
that the schedule was pretty crowded. I should like to call
your attention to the third section of this report on studentbody assemblies which has been approved by the Student Affairs
Committee. The Student Affairs Committee replaces the StudentFaculty Relations Committee, and at their meeting on September 20
they accepted the report of tra presenting committee. Mr. President, I move the acceptance of this report. Motion seconded.
President Popejoy: We have with us Mr. Fields, studentbody President, and he has asked to explain one or two points.

Ii
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Mr. Fields: Mr. President and Faculty Members: I agree
with this report from the Student Affairs Committee and the past
Student-Faculty Relations Committee. However, at this time I
would like to ask the faculty to table this motion until the
Committee may reconsider two points which we, the student body,
have in mind. Last year the student council promised the lettermen's Club of the campus a student assembly at which they were
to give out their awards. The Lettermen's Club have not given
out last year's awards due to that promise. The Student Affairs
Committee on checking on this report did not know that we had
committed ourselves to a Lettermen's assembly. I would also
like to state that each year the student body has an honors
assembly in the spring. That has become a tradition with the
school . I would like to see not only an honors assembly but a
lettermen's assembly. In the past the letter man receiving his
awards filed in the coach's office and received a sweater. I
do not know how many of you present played football or basketball, but I do know that that was a great moment when I went to
the lettermen's assembly in high school and received my award
for playing football and basketball. I would like to see that
same thing started here at the University of New Mexico, and
since honors assembly is a tradition, I would like to see that
assembly continued here at the University. Therefore, I ask
in the name of the student body that you table this until the
Student Affairs Committee can reconsider on these two points.
I would like to stress again that the Student Affairs Committee
on reading this report from last year did not know that we had
committed ourselves to a lettermen's assembly for this year.
President Popejoy:
Dean Sorrell:

What is the wish of the faculty?

Mr. President, I move we table the report.

President Popejoy:
correct one.

I wonder if a motion to table is the

Dr. Reeve: As I read this report, under Section 3, No. b,
there is a provision for calling assemblies.
President Popejoy: There is provision there for assemblies
at night in the student union building. As I understand it,
the Student Council, of which Mr. Fields is the President and
Chairman, requests special consideration for these assemblies
sometime during the day. The motion to table has been made.
It takes precedence, but is that the motion we want? It seems
to me a motion to re-commit is the correct motion, while the
motion to table would not necessarily indicate that.
Dean Sorrell:

I will change my motion to re-commit.

President Popejoy:

A motion has been made to re-commit
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the recommendations to the Student Affairs Committee. Motion
seconded. Any discussion? All those in favor please say "ayen.
Opposed, "no". The motion is carried.
The next report is to be made by Dr. Smith of the Student
Affairs Committee.
Dr. Sherman Smith: Mr. President and Members of the Faculty:
I hesitate at first to present a matter before you which is
superficially a trivial one, but apparently there is a good deal
of feeling on the point I plan to bring up. Some time ago, in
early September as a matter of fact, Mr. Bowdich wrote a memorandum to the President expressing genuine concern over the work
required of his janitorial staff because of smoking and coke
bottles. Incidentally in that memorandum, he also reminded
that it would be a good thing if the faculty closed windows
and turned out lights. The matter was referred t o the Student
Affairs Committee which discussed it at a meeting on September 30,
and that Committee decided to refer the problem on the one hand
to the faculty and on the other hand to the student senate. In
the first place, smoking in classrooms is widely prevalent and
classrooms are untidy before noon; (2) there is a rule in the
student handbook forbidding smoking in class; (3) there is
some difference of opinion among students and among faculty as
to the desirability of this practice, and some objections to
the practice of smoking in class. Arguments against it are:
(1) untidy appearance of building and extra load on janitorial
staff; (2) the health hazard to students with respiratory
defects; and (3) the fire hazard which is involved. The recommendation that there be discussion on the point went to the
student senate and the student senate discussed the problem at
a recent meeting. They came out with a resolution which, in
substance, according to a letter from the President of the Student
Senate, is: Be it resolved that smoking in classrooms should be
left to the discretion of instructors. The other points mentioned
are of no consequence in view of the form which the resolution
finally took, and this is all the student senate has to say on
the matter. The student senate has no power to legislate on
this problem. What they are doing is asking the faculty to
decide what should be done. The Student Affairs Committee
realized that there was no possibility of enforcing a rule which
we already have on the books unless there is a sentiment in support of the rule among the faculty. Therefore, I can't make
any recommendation that a ban on smoking be enforced. I would
like to request the faculty to discuss this problem so that if
possible we may find out how the faculty feels about it. Thank
you.
President Popejoy:

Do you want to discuss this problem?

Dr. Julian Duncan:

I would like to make a motion that we

5
go on record as being against smoking except during examinations
in buildings where it is safe. They very definitely need smoking during examination periods, and we should leave that loop
hole in.
President Popejoy: There is a motion made that smoking be
discontinued in classrooms except during examination periods.
Motion seconded.
Dr. Utter: Mr. President, I wonder about small classes.
Cannot some provision be made if cigarette butts are not thrown
on the floor.
Dr. Smith: I will move an amendment to that effect that
in those small discussion type or seminar type classes, where the
instructor is in agreement, smoking be permitted.

Dr. Duncan:

Mr. President, I accept that amendment.

Dr. Northrop: May I offer another amendment. That smoking
be permitted in laboratories at the discretion of the instructor.
President Popejoy: Has there been a second to the first
amendment. Yes. Do you accept the other?
Dr. Duncan:

I would like a little explanation on that point.

Dr. Northrop: Well, I think you could make all the rules
you want to and most geology students would continue to smoke
in our laboratories. Many have 6-8 laboratory hours a week and
there is no question of crowding as laboratories are run continuously and the nature of the work, in some of our laboratories
at least, is such that smoking would help them. Mr. President,
it seems to me that the logical solution would be to leave it
to the instructor concerned.
Dr. H. o. Ried: Mr. President, it is already obvious that
we are jumping the gun, it seems to me. I don't think we are
ready to see all of the implications in this motion. I would
like to say I don't know the parliamentary procedure on this,
but I would like to see it committed to the Student Affairs
Committee, which is made up of faculty and students, and let
them find all the implications and bring a recommendation to the
faculty. I am afraid we are going to bring in something where
we haven't seen the whole picture.
Dr. Sherman Smith: I would like to say that the Student
Affairs Committee feels that it has done all it can do. Therefore,
I would like to see the question discussed. If the faculty is
not interested in this question; if it can't make up its mind
what it wants, then nothing whatever is going to be done and the

.
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situation is not going to be different. · If the faculty would
rather not have smoking, then I think most instructors will go
along with the majority. I do know that among some there is a
very strong feeling on this point, but I do not think that for the
Student Affairs Committee to adopt a ban that it would help.
Member: Mr. President, may I ask someone from the Chemistry
Department to report on fire danger?
Dr. Riebsomer: We don't permit students to smoke where
there is any hazard. If they wish to smoke they may go outdoors. Particularly in the organic laboratory where there are
inflammable materials are they not allowed to smoke.
Dr. Duncan: Mr. Chairman, the co-sponsors of this original
motion are willing to accept the geology department's original
amendment to this motion.
President Popejoy: There was one amendment from Dr. Northrop
and the suggestion from Dr. Utter that small classes and seminars
be excepted and I believe Dr. Smith moved that, and Dr. Northrop
made the motion that laboratories be excluded. Was there a
second to Dr. Northrop's motion or do you accept that, Dr. Duncan~
Member: I would like to see a motion differentiating between
the various types of laboratories.
Member: Mr. President, it seems to me that we not only
have three amendments already but shall have more if we consider
the matter, and when we get all these amendments scmeone will
have to interpret them and then the decision of the students will
have to come in and I think we should repeat this motion.
Dr. Woodward: Mr. President, I teach all my classes in
Y-1 and there is not a single room adequately ventilated. I have
walked into classrooms in the afternoon where you could scarcely
breathe and the floor was so littered with butts that I was
ashamed. I would be ashamed to have visitors. A very distinguished woman novelist visited my class, and I was deeply
ashamed. I know there are a great many people who have respiratory defects and so have to sit in agony because of smoking. I
was raised in a family of smokers, and I know some of the feelings
of smokers. I find a great many times that someone is blowing
their smoke in your face because of habit, and I believe some
consideration on the other side should be taken into account.
Dr. Hill: If I remember, this is an old argument. T~
solution was the suggestion that the students made that the conduct of the class is the business of the instructor and it was
left that way for eight years.
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Member: If I correctly understand, the feeling is that
after we make a clear-cut resolution, it will not be enforced
unless the backing of the faculty is made and the backing must
be made today.
Mr. Douglass: I would like to say that, Dr. Utter, there
are a few of us who don't smoke first hand and don't like to smoke
second hand as well, and don't have asthma either, but do not
think that it is altogether the problem of the individual instructor unless that instructor has his own classroom which he uses
exclusively. Some of us dislike to come into a messy classroom.
I want to ask also if in excluding laboratories if it made it
imperative on the part of the instructor who disliked smoking or
found it inconvenient if the students could say to him, "There
is a rule on the books that says you can smoke in laboratories."
In our laboratories, for example, it is convenient to allow
a rest period where students can go out to smoke.
Dr. Alexander: I am a bit confused now. It seems to me
that the original motion was something to the effect that there
be no smoking during class hours but might smoke during examination unless the building was condemned. Is that correct?
President Popejoy:
motion as amended.

I believe that is the essence of the

Member: Excepting laboratories and seminars. Now the
thing that interests me about this whole matter is the buildings in which you are going to condemn smoking. I think that if
we had a rule regarding some of the buildings it would be very
helpful to those of us who are to vote on this. I don't know
whether part of the resolution which excludes some of those
buildings could be enlarged perhaps to take care of that situation.
President Popejoy:
motion.

I am trying to avoid speaking to this

Member: Mr. President, I believe there was something said
about an administrative point of view on this issue.
President Popejoy:
Member:

Two or three years ago.

From the faculty?

President Popejoy: As I remember it, it was discussed by
the administrative committee. Whether or not it was brought to
the faculty, I cannot say.
Member:

It was not.

Dean Gausewitz:

I have been of the opinion that smoking is

,, .
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an offensive habit and chewing tobacco ought to be substituted
for it. But no one has ever followed my suggestion. It seems
to me that smoking should be prohibited in classrooms except
at the discretion of the instructor in seminars and laboratories.
President Popejoy: I wonder if that doesn't represent what
the committee is trying to determine.
Dean Gausewitz:
a substitute motion.
Member:

Mr. Chairman, I would like to give that as

Will you re-state it?

Dean Gausewi tz:
(interrupted)

That smoking be prohibited in classrooms •••

President Popejoy: The registrar has a list of 41 general
classrooms of the non-laboratory type. Is that the 11st you are
talking about? The rest are for specialized purposes.
Dr. Dane Smith: I used to know a tennis man \tilo couldn't
get through a set without taking a smoke, and I think a coach
should condition a man so that he could finish a game without
having to smoke. I would like to condition these people so that
they could stand it for three hours without smoking. I believe
that most people could stand it.
President Popejoy: There is a substitute motion before
the house which I think would not include the suggestion that
smoking will be allowed in classrooms before examinations.
I question the validity of getting into this whole question.
I might mention just one period where I have a lot of trouble and
that is before breakfast.
Dean Gausewitz: The motion may be re-stated that smoking
be prohibited in general classrooms and may be permitted in
examinations, seminars, and laboratories at the discretion of
the instructor.
Dr. Duncan:

We accept that motion.

Miss Gugisberg: Mr. President, we consider the gym as a
laboratory room and we keep smoking prohibited there.
Member: As I understand it, it would be at the discretion
of the instructor and now the question is raised as to who has
jurisdiction over the laboratory.
Member:

Couldn't they settle that in their department?

Miss Gugisberg:

The way the motion was stated you could

9

smoke in laboratories.
Member: No, only at the discretion of the instructor.
is prohibited unless the instructor permits it.

It

Member: Mr. President, I would like to ask to what extent
insurance rates could be reduced if we had a rigorous ban on
smoking.
President Popejoy: Insurance rates are not based on smoking
in classrooms. Fire hazards are determined on basis of type of
structure. All in favor of the motion as amended say "aye".
Opposed, "no". Motion carried.
We are still under the heading of committee reports. I
want to read one memorandum to you and then ask Dr . Castetter to
report. I am transmitting in writing the nominations of the Policy
Committee for changes in personnel of several faculty committees.
You will recall that this change is made necessary because
several people were elected to elective committees. Following
are the changes: Mr. Charles T. Grace to replace Dr. Castonguay
on the University Research Committee; Dr. Donald A. McKenzie for
Edgel on Publications Committee; Koster to replace Dr. Stuart A.
Northrop on Building Committee; Katherine Simons to replace
Alexander on Curricula Committee; Lloyd Burley to replace Boldyreff
on Student Standards Committee. These changes should be made on
the list approved by the faculty at the last meeting . I believe
Dr. Castetter wants to comment.
Dr. Castetter:

Dr. Tireman will report on these.

Dr. Tireman.

Dr. Tireman: Mr. President, Members of the Faculty: There
are some other changes of committees that should be made at this
time. The Policy Committee nominates the following people.
Student Affairs Committee : This committee is a successor
to the Committee on Student-faculty Relations. The previous
committee believed that there were too many members (10) co pared
with the student representation (5). The faculty members submitted this with the suggestion that a new committee be formed
consisting of five faculty members with the Director of Stu:ient
Affairs as ex officio chairman . The Policy Committee nominates
the following: Sherman Smith, Chairman, ex officio; Ortega;
Helen Ellis; Gugisberg; May; and R. Duncan.
Cultural Program Committee: An interim committee will serve
until fall when a permanent committee will be appointed. The
Policy Committee suggests the following: Sherman Smith, Chairman;
D. Woodward; Hugh Miller; R. Cobos; V. Searcy; and Willis Jacobs.
Extension Committee:

Miss Hollen is away this year.

The
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Policy Committee nominates Miss Lucie Adams to fill this vacancy.
Due to the resignation of Dr. Keefer, there are vacancies on
several committees. The Policy Committee nominates Mr. J. c.
MacGregor, Director of Admissions, to replace Dr. Keefer on the
following committees: Buildings; Calendar; Entrance and Credits,
Chairman; and Registration. I move that these nominations be
approved by the faculty. Motion seconded.
President Popejoy: You have heard the nominations. Do you
want to discuss the motion? All in favor please say "aye". Those
opposed "no". Motion carried. The committee lists will come
tomorrow or the next day through our regular University channels.
We thought it better to send those lists to you rather than to
distribute them today so that we could include the nominations
which have been made, and we could assure ourselves that you
received a copy.
Dr. Tireman: The Policy Committee has a number of important
problems on its agenda. (1) Revision of regulations relative
to the employment of graduates of our own institution. (2)
Possibility of some reduction in tuition fees for faculty members
wishing to enroll in courses. (3) Early examinations for graduating seniors. (4) Definition of duties of committees. Anyone
having a special interest in these problems or experience from
other institutions is invited to discuss them with members of
the committee. We claim no divine wisdom. We do work hard to
consider all angles and present to you reasonable conclusions.
As you know, the approved list of faculty committees has
the chairman designated for most committees. This guarantees a
prompt beginning of committee work. In the case of elected
committees, there is often delay in getting under way. To
improve this situation the Policy Committee offers this resolution: For those faculty committees where no chairman has been
designated, the chairman of the previous year shall call the
first meeting and act as temporary chairman. I move the adoption
of this resolution. Motion seconded. Motion carried.
The following resolutions were adopted by the Administrative
Committee on February 2, 1949, and were referred to the Policy
Committee by the Faculty Senate: (1) That a medical excuse
issued by the University Physician exempting a student from
physical education should be deemed to excuse such student from
requirement of attending classes and from the requirement of
offering a number of hours of physical education for graduation
equal to the number of hours covered by such medical excuse.
(2) That the Administrative Committee recommend to the Senate
to limit the Physical Education requirement to two semesters.

~•
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In the past, the work of your Committee has been reported
in the form of a resolution sometimes with no comment and sometimes with comment. In the discussion of the second resolution,
the arguments were repeated to say nothing of the time of the
faculty. We propose to have one of the Policy Committee analyze
this question giving both sides and if you think of some point
we overlooked, add it without necessity of repeating every aspect.
Mrs. Simpson will now discuss the motion.
Mrs. Simpson: This subject concerning physical education
requirements and exemptions came to the Budget and Educational
Policy Committee. The Committee wanted first-hand information
from departments concerned so members of the staff of men and women
physical education came to the meeting. We had a rather lengthy
discussion at which time the Committee members asked information
from the staff of physical education and we thrashed it out.
After the physical education representatives left, the Committee
continued the discussion and finally approved the following
recommendations or resolutions: (1) The dean of any college may
excuse a student from Physical Education for a given semester
who presents a statement from the University Physician recommending the exemption. In such cases the student will have his
physical education requirements for graduation reduced by the
amount otherwise earned in that semester. (2) The Policy
Committee does not find adequate reason for changing the present
number of semesters required in physical education. In analyzing
this problem we find several things taken into consideration.
There is a great deal of confusion as to what official may
excuse the person from physical education. In the past, the
deans have always assumed that responsibility in the case of
hardship or over -age. Some deans do not like to assume that
responsibility, hence we have clarified the procedure. In the
first place, the University Physician makes the recommendation.
That means that recommendations or excuses from family physicians
will not be considered. The University Physician comes in contact with the student and he should say whether the student is
physically able to take physical education work. Since deans
have jurisdiction over students, the dean should be the final
person or the person who actually grants the exemption, and we
believe it should be on a semester basis from all evidence that
was presented. There is no screening for health reasons and that
puts a great responsibility on the University Physician. A
student who is unable to participate this semester may be able
to participate next semester. If he is excused for four semesters,
he does not have to come back to the gym at all. If a student
is exempt for one semester then that student has his physical
education reduced by that amount. As he is exempt for one semester, he cannot be required to take more than three semesters.
In the second part the suggestion of the original resolution was
to reduce physical education to one year. There have been a
number of studies made, and the general trend is to increase
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rather than to decrease the amount of physical education required.
The medium seems to be two years. There are more colleges requiring above two years than colleges requiring less than two years.
Mr. Johnson has been running tests on freshman students this year
and has had more than 500. Those students are tested on seven
points. It is a program that has been set up by other colleges
and it is based on physical attainment. He finds that our students rank below the general college level as far as this
physical attainment is concerned, and it seems very bad to reduce
requirements when the trend is to require higher standards and
when students do not measure up as in other colleges. Therefore,
I move the adoption of these two resolutions. Motion seconded.
President Popejoy:
Is there discussion?

You have heard the motion and second.

Dean Farris: I don't hear any provision for hardship cases.
Did you intend to omit that entirely? I think we will have to
admit that there are some hardship cases and someone should have
jurisdiction.
Mrs. Simpson: The deans have already assumed that responsibility for excusing manifest hardships, and this concerns only
those who need to be excused for medical reasons.
President Popejoy:

Any other question?

Dr. Northrop: I apologize for getting up but at the time
it was said that both sides would be presented, and I was wondering why the Administrative Committee made the recommendation and
reduced it to two semesters in the first place.
President Popejoy: I am sorry but I can't answer your
question. I was in Santa Fe.
Dr. Scholes: I should like to ask the person who made
the motion to the Administrative Committee to re-state that.
Dean Farris: I feel this way about the requirement in
physical education, and we made the motion to reduce it to one
year. I think physical education should be abolished. I do not
think it should be compulsory. I should like to see no years
required and put it on a voluntary basis. The program should
be good enough to attract students. I have never seen much
wisdom in requiring physical education and there are very few
other cour,ses that are required of all students on the campus.
Dr. Scholes: The Administrative Committee passed that
motion with the understanding that we get a thorough discussion
either in the Senate or in the Policy Committee.
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Dr. Tireman: Mr. Chairman, another negative point was that
there has been some criticism of the type of work in physical
education required of people when they were not perfectly well
to attend classes. As against that there is the comment that
they are very crowded in space and some of the criticism is
just, but we doubt if it was just enough to warrant the changes.
President Popejoy: We have had the case presented by the
Policy Committee and a recommendation, and if I understand the
recommendation correctly, the main arguments here today are on
the basis that the number of institutions requiring more than two
hours were above rather than below. Then we have had Dean
Farris' statement which reports a school of thought putting it
on a voluntary basis. Will anyone present reasons for a physical
education program? Perhaps someone other than the Physical
Education Department. There mU3t be, and there are, good reasons
for physical education programs besides that a lot of institutions have it. There is a school of thought which believes in
health and in the work which is being accomplis~d in physical
education classes. Does anyone want to volunteer?
Dr. Mitchell: A course in physical education, if it is the
right thing, will keep the student using exercises after he gets
out of that course and these will be beneficial in maintaining
health, and if the courses don't teach that 1 then they aren't
helpful. They can learn enough about that 1n one year's time to
last the rest of their lives if they will only practice themselves.
Member: Mr. Chairman, there is another reason. This is
rather a time of great uncertainty in which you certainly should
do everything to strengthen every man and ~man for possible
dangers that may face us.
Dean Farris: I wasn't talking against physical education
programs, but I ask why compulsory? Couldn't we work out a
practical voluntary program. The fact that we shy away from
that point, we begin to wonder about the physical education
program.
Dr. Sherman Smith: This may be a point of order. As I
understand it, we have two provisions before us which, however,
are presented in one motion. I think most of the debate is on
the second one. I wonder if we can't dispose of the one relating
to medical excuses separately or at least treat these two
separately.
President Popejoy: I think you may have a point, but I
think we would just have to have two votes.
Dr. Smith:

I think it is rather important because there is
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no division of opinion on the first resolution.
Mr. Tedlock: Mr. Chairman, isn't there some possible chance
of 111 will in not accepting the recommendations of family
physicians?
Dr. Smith: I think I can answer it on the basis of practice.
Is Dean Clauve here? Dean Clauve told us the other day that the
University Physician was inclined to feel that he needed to honor
family physicians on the subject of eating in the dining halls.
President Popejoy:

Any other discussion?

Mr. Douglass: In reply to Dean Farris' point, it seems to
me that if his argument is valid that physical education should
be voluntary, then the same argument would apply to all other
requirements. It has always been my understanding that presumably
the faculty, whether college or university faculty, makes requirements because they are in better positions and know what young
people should have. In the College of Arts and Sciences a year
of freshman English is required and some student curse the
requirement, but it is required just the same. I .t happens that
might be just as necessary in other CD lleges, but we all have
physical makeups and this becomes a University requirement and
there is no difference between this requirement and any other
requirement.
Mr. Heimerich:

I am not opposed to physical education,
but we have quite a time scheduling it. We have students carrying two or three laboratories a week, and if we were to have an
offering later in the afternoon we could have laboratories from
1-4. One o'clock is a bad time, but when it is offered at, say
two o'clock, that takes out a whole afternoon of lab on Monday,
Wednesdays, and Fridays.
President Popejoy: I didn't mean to shut off the physical
education crowd in this debate. If you do want to speak, feel
free to do so.
Mr. White: I was here last year, and I spoke at some length
and I do not propose to repeat it now. With regard to the compulsory factor, Mr. Douglass has helped us out. I have never
liked the term myself, nevertheless in a state like New Mexico
where many of the schools have little opportunity to introduce
students to the benefits of a wholesome physical education program, you will find that those students have to be directed into
it. You will not get people in physical education classes
if it is made voluntary. I see nothing the matter with these
boys getting out and playing some of these games or doing the
many things which we offer and which you are cordially invited
to inspect at eight to three in our gym classes. At four o'clock
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we have a multitude of things, with intercollegiate squads competing with intramurals for those facilities. Four to six is
a big load hour. We would like to accommodate the engineers.
After supper we have various things going on also. You won't
find anything so well used as the physical plant over there.
If you want to cut the requirement to one year, you won't save
much because one instructor can handle 40 as well as 10. We
think the program is all right. Let us worry about our program
because we will tell you if we can no longer do it and you will
have to cut it to one year.
Miss Gugisberg: I have a feeling that some of you do not
know what we attempt to do. In the women's department we stress
continuatian Jf activity, and everything we do is in terms of
general education, so that when they leave the two-~ar requirement we hope they will continue the activity two more years and
throughout their lives. Tl:B trend is definitely on the increase
and a number of places are going to four instead of two-year
requirements. The other trend is in the matter of setting
standards, and the standard that we want the girls to be at
the end Jf two years is beyond the novice stage in swimming
and team sports, in several of the individual and dual sports,
and several of the dance activities. We would like sometime
to be able to say that if a young woman cannot pass standards
in swimming that we could keep her on for another semester or
two until she can pass minimum requirements. Now, in regard
to another point. We have studied very definitely whether or
not we can do the job in one year. We cannot do the job in one
year. Secondly, voluntary participation is fine. Our physical
education requirement is part of the general education requirement of the University. It has the philosophy of general education. If we require courses for general education, we must
require them in physical education. The lack of facilities Mr.
White has indicated. The University physical education staff
has to have specialists and so there can be no saving in staff
or equipment. We are trying to solve the problems. It seems
as long as the University doesn't have any general health requirement for freshmen to be definitely important to have the physical
education requirement extended. Generally from the health,
recreation for young people, and physical fitness in peacetime,
we feel that we need this two-year requirement. 'lherefore, our
department has analyzed the thing and we feel we cannot do the
job in less than two years.
President Popejoy: The question has been called for. All
in favor of the recommendation made by the Policy Committee in
regard to the Physical Education Program, please say "aye".
Opposed, "no". The "ayes" have it. The motion is carried.
Last spring the Senate of the University passed a resolution which was recommended by the Policy Committee, asking the

J
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President of the University to appoint a committee to study the
scholarship and probation rules of the University. I wish today
to appoint that committ e. I have not discussed these appointments with the people concerned.
Scholarship and Probation Rules Committee: Weihofen,
R. Duncan, Fleck, Harmeyer, Hocking, Diefendorf, Heimerich,
H. Miller, Wellck, MacGregor, H. o. Ried.
Do I hear any opposition from the members named. That
committee then is a ppointed. Some material has already been
accumulated, and we will expect sometime during the year to hear
from you. Are there any other committee reports of standing
committees? of special committees? .Another appointment I want
to make. Professor Edgel has asked to be relieved of his duties
on the Insurance Committee. That is a temporary committee and
I would like to appoint Professor Rogers of Mathematics to the
chairmanship of that committee on faculty insurance. Dr.
Castetter has an announcement.
Dr. Castetter: There have been coming to my graduate office
in the last few months materials and circulars having to do
with the Ful~bright Bill and opportunities for graduate students
doing work in foreign countries and information has come in in
regard to exchange professors in foreign countries. Those who
have students who might be interested in this matter have them
come to the graduate office where they can look this material
over, also you professors who might be interested.
President Popejoy:

Dr. Duncan,do you have an announcement?

Dr. R. M. Duncan: The Albuquerque Choral Society is now
working on The Messiah. Most of you know that Mr . Kurt Frederick
is the director of this organization, and for the newcomers I
might say that in music circles it will be impossible for me
to tell you the high esteem in which he is held by music people
of Albuquerque. The Society meets Tuesday evenings from 7:30
to 9 p.m. in St. John's Cathedral, Silver and South Fourth
Streets.
President Popejoy: Thank you, Dr. Duncan. One brief
announcement on our plans for the minutes. The minutes are being
transcribed here today. They will be kept in the office of the
Academic Vice President. They will be summarized and sent to
you within a week or ten days after the meeting. If you have
questions about the minutes, feel free to go to the office of
the Vice President and it is my understanding that the minutes
of the Senate for some J0 ars back are available there. We now
come to the heading of unfinished business. Any unfinished
business? Any new business? Will someone move that we adjourn?
The meeting was adjourned at 5:l+o p.m.
~pe~tf~1 subm!tted,

~.~s~
Secretary of the University
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Student-Faculty Relations Committee
Report to the Faculty
1. During the year 1948-49, the StuQentFa culty Relations Committee of 12 faculty members was
augmented by the addition of 5 student members,at the
request of President Popejoy. These students were chosen
through the adnini stre.tion.
2. Th e Committee defined its functions as: consi de r a tion of ma tters involving University policies and
problems of s t udent-faculty relations, this jurisdiction
not to include matters of discipline nor problems involving p ersonalities. Notification of the Committee and its
members wa s sent to e.11 student or 6 aniz a tions in the fall.
No problems fro m stuc.ent group s vrere brought before the
Committee. The Cor.imi ttee he.s discussed a variety of problems, such as spirit of study among st:idents and development of pub lic opinion about the ap p ee.rance of the ceJTipus,
e.nd be ge.n consic5-eration of recommendations for an advisement system. This problem was l a id c:1.sid e due to the
urgency necessit 2ted by investi gation and reco mmendations
for Fieste. Day, the report of which has e.lre e.dy been made
to the University Facultyo

J. Another problem Hhich came to the Comnittee
wa s the discussion of the question of student-body assemblies. The Committee recommends the following:
Student-body assemblies:
a.

Due to inadequate facilities, we recommend that there be no student-body
assemblies, compulsory or volunt exy~

b.

If, however, e.ssemblies e.re desired,
they should be c a lled a t night when
they will least interfere with
scheduled clRsses. At present these
meetj:nc;s could be accommoda ted adequately in the SUB.

c.

The Comoittee further recommends that
all non-University activities requesting
the use of the gymnasium and disrupting
University classes be cut to a minirr.um.
If cert ain commitments have been made
to civic or ganizations, the Committee
further recomm ends tha t prep ~r a tion of
the gymnasium, such a s setting up of

J~

- 2chairs, etc ., be begun e.fter 4 p . m. and that
the gymnc1.sium be put in ord er by e·a . m. the
following day . Any adfiitionE'.l expense for
such servic·e shoula. be a.ssumed by the maintenance department e.nd should be set up in the
maintenance budget .
d.

The Committee wishes to go on record as favoring a broad e.ssembly prograr.1 with distinguished
specilcers , musical events, anc~. the like , but
only when adequate facilities are available .

4.

A sub- committee of t h e Student- Faculty F..ela.tions
Committee drew up recor.unend.e.tions for an advisement system ,
covering freshmen and sophomore students, as e. basis for a
genuine counseling system providing for e. sympe.thetic understand ing betueen fe.culty e.nd students e.nd. for close informal
rele.tionships . The Cammi ttee also recommended tha t the counseling system be centered in the personnel office (in accordc:1.nce ·with recent recommend2.tions of the l'r ew 1-Iexico EducationRl
Survey Boe.rd), the.t incominc; students be E'. SSif;ned to a faculty
member , 5-7 students to I?. member, and tha t duplicate records ,
both academic and non- academic , be open to faculty 2.dvisors .
The Committee recommended the.t f a culty selected for such
advisory duties be 6 i ven specic1.l instruction on their duties
and the services available to students in the University .
Full details of this report on counseling he.Ve been submitted
to the University Policy Committee e.nd to the Director of
Student Affairs .
Respectfully submitted: t·Joodt12.rd , Dittmer , R . Duncan,
Ellis , Gugisberg, Jacobs , R . Johnson , Jorrin , Eay , Reiter ,
Sn2.pp , Hayden , ex- officio . Students : Te.ichert , E . Koury ,
F . Rodriguez , Emmel, H. Arntz .

The Student Aff2.irs Committee (formerly StudentFaculty Rel2.tions Committee) at its meeting of September JO ,
1949 re- examined the questio n of e.ssemblies and concurred
fully with recommena.2.tio n s of the Student- Faculty Rel c:1.tions
Cornu ittee of last year .

